
Rochambeau Encampment at Meadowood, Mason Neck, Virginia 

Under contract with the Lower Potomac Field Office of the Bureau of Land Management, CSRM 

conducted a sensitivity assessment to gauge the archaeological and ecological impact of 

constructing additional biking trails through the Meadowood Special Recreation Management 

Area in Fairfax County, VA. Fieldwork conducted in 2010 and 2011 was done at that he 

suspected site of a Revolutionary War era camp established and occupied by French forces 

under the command of Gen. Rochambeau in 1781. This area is bounded by Giles Run to the 

southwest and by Colchester Road on the northwest, and extends into the plateau to the 

southeast. Here, fieldwork included a metal detector survey, excavation of shovel test pits, and 

excavation of formal 1 m x 1 m units. Three other areas were investigated, the first of these and 

area from which in invasive fescue was to be removed, the other two along hiking paths to be 

created. No sites were found, only isolated finds of poor-quality lithic flakes and a few fragments 

of recent glass and ceramics. 

 

Fig 1. Late 18
th
 century maps showing the location of Rochambeau’s encampment and old Colchester Road. 

Fieldwork and associated documentary research indicates that Meadowood was near the rich 

river and bay environments that attracted substantial populations during prehistory. Although 

prehistoric population probably crossed the area in which Meadowood is now located many 

time, there was little there to encourage prolonged occupation. Instead, brief visits were 

probably made for the opportunistic harvesting of animals or collection of vegetal materials, 

which would have been present in greater abundance elsewhere.   In historic times, the area 

was used for agriculture, first of tobacco and then of grains. There are nineteenth century 

farmsteads within Meadowood.  The extreme western portion of Meadowood was occupied by 

French Troops for a few days in 1781, largely because of the proximity of the road to Yorktown, 

the town of Colchester, and the ferry and fords just to the south on the Occoquan.  



 

Fig 2. Boundaries of Meadowood SRMA and the location of the Rochambeau Encampment survey. 

 

 

 

 

 


